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Leslie K. Dennis 
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Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health, 

University Of Arizona 
 
 
I. EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 
 
A. Education    
 

Institution 

Dates 
Attended Field of Study 

Degree 
Obtained Degree Date 

Loretto Heights College 
Denver, Colorado 

81-84 Mathematics BA Dec 1984 

     

University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center, Denver, Colorado 

86-88 Biometrics MS May 1988 

     

University of Washington, School of 
Public Health, Seattle, Washington 

88-93 Epidemiology PhD March 1993 

 
   
B. Professional and Academic Positions 

 

Position Title 
Dates of 
Service 

Location/ 
Institution 

Actuarial Assistant 1985-1986 Denver, CO/ 
Milliman & Robertson, Inc., Consulting Actuaries 

Research Assistant 1987-1988 Denver, CO/ 
University of Colorado,  
Department of Family Medicine,  
School of Medicine 

Research Assistant 1987-1988 Denver, CO/ 
AMC Cancer Research Center,   
Cancer Control Division 

Consultant 1988-1989 Canton, OH/ 
Family Practice Center of Aultman Hospital, Department 
of Family Medicine 

Research Assistant II 1990-1992 Seattle, WA/ 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Cancer 
Prevention Research Program 
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Position Title 
Dates of 
Service 

Location/ 
Institution 

Coordinator of 
Research  

1992-1993 Seattle, WA/ 
University of Washington, Department of Neurology, 
School of Medicine 

Assistant Professor 1993-1994 Portland, OR/ 
Oregon Health Sciences University,  
Department of Family Medicine (Primary Appt) 

Assistant Professor 1993-1994 Portland, OR/ 
Oregon Health Sciences University,  Department of 
Public Health (Secondary Appt) 

Associate Director of 
Research 

1993-1994 Portland, OR/ 
Oregon Health Sciences University, Department of 
Family Medicine, School of Medicine 

Assistant Professor 1995-1999 Cleveland, OH/ 
Case Western Reserve University,  
Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics  
(Primary Appt) 

Assistant Professor 1995-1999 Cleveland, OH/ 
Case Western Reserve University, Ireland Cancer 
Research Center, Division of General Medical Sciences 
(Oncology) (Secondary Appt) 

Scientific Director 1996-1999 Cleveland, OH/ 
NOCRC Center for Health Affairs,  
Northern Ohio Cancer Resource Center, Inc., Cuyahoga 
County Cancer 

Assistant Professor 1999-2004 Iowa City, IA/ 
University of Iowa, Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health (Primary Appt) 

Member 2000-2011 Iowa City, IA/ 
University of Iowa, Holden Comprehensive Cancer 
Center (member) 

Associate Professor 2004-2011 Iowa City, IA/ 
University of Iowa, Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health (Primary Appt) 

Professor  2011+ Tucson, AZ/ 
University of Arizona, Division of Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics, Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public 
Health 
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Position Title 
Dates of 
Service 

Location/ 
Institution 

Epidemiology Section 
Chair 

2012+ Tucson, AZ/ 
University of Arizona, Division of Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics, Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public 
Health 

 
 

C. Honors, Awards, Recognitions, Outstanding Achievements  
 

1.  Honors and Awards: 
 

Year Title 

1984-1985 Alpha Chi National Honor Scholarship Society 

1985 Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities & Colleges 

1988 Davies Award, University of Colorado, Colorado-Wyoming Chapter of 
American Statistical Association 

1988-1989 National Cancer Institute, Cancer Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Traineeship, Department of Biostatistics (under Dr. Norm Breslow), 
University of Washington 

2005  Nominated to the College of Medicine Teaching Scholars Program (2005-
2008), University of Iowa 

 
 

2.  Continuing Education (courses taken for career development) 
 

July 2003 AACR Pathobiology of Cancer Workshop, American Association for 
Cancer Research (AACR), Keystone, Colorado July 2003, 
1 of 6 senior scientists among 100 selected participants 

Spring 2004 172:150 Health Behavior & Health Education (3 semester hours) 

Fall 2004 172:106 Designing & Implementing Interventions (3 semester hours)  

Fall 2008 172:183 Qualitative Research in Public Health (3 semester hours) 
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 II. SCHOLARSHIP 

A. Publications or Creative Works (least to most recent)  
 

Non-Peer Reviewed Papers 

Dennis LK.  A meta-analysis for combining relative risk of breast cancer for alcohol 
consumption.  Thesis, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, 1988. 

Dennis LK. Early and current sun exposure in the development of nevi: a population based 
cross-sectional study. Dissertation, University of Washington, 1993. 

Lowe JB, Dennis LK. It’s all about skin. Iowa Dept Public Health newsletter. 2005 

 
Peer-Reviewed Papers 

1. Calonge BN, Miller RS, Dennis LK, Joffe LS. AIDS in primary care: a report from the 
Ambulatory Sentinel Practice Network. J Fam Pract. 1991; 32(4):369-72. [PMID: 2010733] 

2. McArtor RE, Iverson DC, Benken DE, Gilchrist VJ, Dennis LK, Broome RA. Physician 
assessment of patient motivation: influence on disposition for follow-up care. Am J of 
Prev Med. 1992; 8(3):147-9. [PMID: 1633000] 

3. McArtor RE, Iverson DC, Benken D, Dennis LK. Family practice residents' identification 
and management of obesity. Int J Obes Relat Metab Disord. 1992; 16(5):335-40. [PMID: 
1319967] 

4. Dennis LK, White E, Lee J. Recent cohort trends in malignant melanoma by anatomic 
site in the United States. Cancer Causes Control. 1993; 4(2):93-100. [PMID: 8481498] 

5. Longstreth WT Jr, Dennis LK, McGuire VM, Drangsholt MT, Koepsell TD. Epidemiology 
of intracranial meningioma. Cancer. 1993; 72(3):639-48. [PMID: 8334619] 

6. Longstreth WT Jr, Copass MK, Dennis LK, Rauch-Matthews ME, Stark MS, Cobb LA. 
Intravenous glucose after out-of-hospital cardiac arrest: a community-based randomized 
trial. Neurology. 1993; 43(12):2534-41. [PMID: 8255453] 

7. Sugarman JR, Dennis LK, White E. Cancer survival among American Indians in 
western Washington State (United States). Cancer Causes Control. 1994; 5(5):440-448. 
[PMID: 7999966] 

8. Wall EM, Dennis LK. Guest Editorial: Will the real primary care provider please stand 
up? J Am Board Fam Pract. 1995; 8(1):73-5. [PMID: 7701967] 

9. Goldberg BW, von Borstel ER, Dennis LK, Wall E. Firearm injury risk among primary 
care patients. J Fam Pract. 1995; 41(2):158-62. [PMID: 7636456] 

10. Dennis LK, White E, Lee JA, Kristal A, McKnight B, Odland P. Constitutional factors and 
sun exposure in relation to nevi: a population based cross-sectional study. Am J 
Epidemiol, 1996; 143(3):248-56. [PMID: 8561158] 

11. Dennis LK, White E, McKnight B, Kristal A, Lee JA, Odland P. Nevi and migration within the 
United States and Canada: a population-based cross-sectional study. Cancer Causes 
Control. 1996; 7(4):464-73. [PMID: 8813435] 

12. Rahman MI, Campbell JW, Dennis LK, Gibson-Shreve LD. Selections from current 
literature: abortion, breast cancer and causal inferences. Fam Pract. 1996; 13(2):194-
200. [PMID: 8732334] 

13. Rahman MI, Dennis LK, Gibson-Shreve LD. Selections from current literature: issues in 
genetic testing for cancer. Fam Pract. 1997; 14(6):510-6. [PMID: 9476085] 
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14. Cooper GS, Yuan Z, Bowlin SJ, Dennis LK, Kelly R, Chen H, Rimm AA. An ecological 
study of the effectiveness of mammography in reducing breast cancer mortality. Am J 
Public Health. 1998; 88(2):281-4. [PMID: 9491023] 

15. Cooper GS, Yuan Z, Stange KC, Dennis LK, Amini SB, Rimm AA. The sensitivity of 
Medicare claims data for case assessment of six common cancers. Med Care. 1999; 
37(5):436-44. [PMID: 10335746] 

16. Cooper GS, Yuan Z, Stange KC, Amini SB, Dennis LK, Rimm AA. The utility of 
Medicare claims data for measuring cancer stage. Med Care. 1999; 37(7):706-11. 
[PMID: 10424641] 

17. Dennis LK. Analysis of the melanoma epidemic, both apparent and real: data from the 
1973 through 1994 SEER program registry. Arch Derm. 1999; 135(3):275-80. [PMID: 
10086448] 

18. Dennis LK. Increasing risk of melanoma with increasing age. JAMA. 1999; 
282(11):1037-8. [PMID: 10493200] 

19. Dennis LK. Melanoma incidence by body site: effects of birth-cohort adjustment. Arch 
Derm. 1999; 135(12):1553-4. [PMID: 10606076] 

20. Stewart RE, Dennis LK, Dawson DV, Resnick MI. A meta-analysis of risk estimates for 
prostate cancer related to tire and rubber manufacturing operations. J Occup Environ 
Med. 1999; 41(12):1079-84. [PMID: 10609228]† 

21. Dennis LK. Meta-analysis for combining relative risks of alcohol consumption and 
prostate cancer. Prostate. 2000; 42(1):56-66. [PMID: 10579799] 

22. Dennis LK, Resnick MI. Analysis of recent trends in prostate cancer incidence and 
mortality. Prostate. 2000; 42(4):247-52. [PMID: 10679753] 

23. Cooper GS, Yuan Z, Stange KC, Dennis LK, Amini SB, Rimm AA. Agreement of 
Medicare claims and tumor registry data for assessment of cancer-related treatment. 
Med Care. 2000; 38(4):411-21. [PMID: 10752973] 

24. Dennis LK, Hayes RB. Alcohol and prostate cancer. Epidemiol Reviews. 2001; 
23(1):110-4. [PMID: 11588834] 

25. Dennis LK, Dawson DV. Meta-analysis of measures of sexual activity and prostate 
cancer. Epidemiology. 2002; 13(1):72-9. (Referenced in Reuters Health 2/14/02, 
abstract reprinted in J Urology 168(2):863, 2002.) [PMID: 11805589] 

26. Dennis LK, Cohen MB. On the chemoprevention TRAIL. Cancer Biol Ther. 2002; 
1(3):291-2. [PMID: 12432280]. 

27. Dennis LK, Lynch CF, Torner JC. Epidemiological association between prostatitis and 
prostate cancer. Urology. 2002; 60(1):78-83. [PMID: 12100928]. 

28. Dennis LK, Dawson DV, Resnick MI. Vasectomy and the risk of prostate cancer: a 
meta-analysis examining vasectomy status, age at vasectomy, and time since 
vasectomy. Prostate Cancer Prostatic Dis. 2002; 5(3):193-203. [PMID: 12496981] 

29. Dennis LK, Snetselaar LG, Nothwehr FK, Stewart RE. Developing a scoring method for 
evaluating dietary methodology in reviews of epidemiological studies. J Am Diet Assoc. 
2003; 103(4):483-7. [PMID: 12669012]. 

30. Dennis LK, Beane Freeman LE, VanBeek MJ. Sunscreen use and melanoma: a 
quantitative review. Annals Internal Med. 2003; 139(12):966-78. [PMID: 14678916]. 
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31. Dennis LK, Snetselaar LG, Smith BJ, Stewart RE, Robbins MEC. Problems with the 
assessment of dietary fat in prostate cancer studies. Am J Epidemiol, 2004; 160(5):436-
44. [PMID: 15321840]. 

32. Beane Freeman LE, Dennis LK, Lynch CF, Thorne PS, Just CL. Toenail arsenic content and 
cutaneous melanoma in Iowa. Am J Epidemiol. 2004; 160(7):679-87. [PMID: 15383412]. † 

33. Beane Freeman LE, Dennis LK, Lynch CF, Lowe JB, Clark WR. Test-retest of self-
reported exposure to artificial tanning devices, self-tanning creams, and sun sensitivity 
showed consistency. J Clin Epidemiol. 2005; 58(4):430-2. [PMID: 15862730]. † 

34. Dennis LK, Ritchie JM, Resnick MI. Prostate cancer and consistency of reporting sexual 
histories in men over age 50. Prostate Cancer Prostatic Dis. 2005; 8(3):243-7. [PMID: 
15983628] 

35. Nothwehr F, Dennis L, Wu H. Measurement of behavioral objectives for weight 
management. Health Educ Behav, 2007; 34(5):793-809. [PMID: 16816028]. † 

36. Romitti PA, Herring AM, Dennis LK, Wong-Gibbons DL. Meta-analysis: pesticides and 
orofacial clefts. Cleft Palate Craniofac J. 2007; 44(4):358-65. [PMID: 17608552]. † 

37. Dennis LK, Kim Y, Lowe JB. Consistency of reported tanning behaviors and sunburn 
history among sorority and fraternity students. Photoderm, Photoimmun & Photomed. 
2008; 24(4):191-8. [PMID: 18717960]. 

38. Dennis LK, VanBeek MJ, Beane Freeman LE, Smith BJ, Dawson DV, Coughlin JA. 
Sunburns and risk of cutaneous melanoma: does age matter? a comprehensive meta-
analysis. Annals of Epidemiology. 2008; 18(8):614-27. [PMID: 18652979]. 

39. Dennis LK, Lowe JB, Lynch CF, Alavanja MC. Cutaneous melanoma and obesity in the 
Agricultural Health Study. Annals of Epidemiology. 2008; 18(3):214-21. [PMID: 
18280921]. (PMCID: PMC2459339) 

40. Lazovich A, Stryker JE, Mayer JA, Hillhouse J, Dennis LK, Pichon L, et al. Measuring 
nonsolar tanning behavior: indoor and sunless tanning. Archives of Dermatology. 2008; 
144(2):225-30. [PMID: 18283180]. 

41. Beining RM, Dennis LK, Smith EM, Dokras A. Meta-analyses of intrauterine device use 
and risk of endometrial cancer. Annals of Epidemiology. 2008; 18(6):492-9. [PMID: 
18261926]. † 

42. Rocheleau CM, Romitti PA, Dennis LK. Pesticides and hypospadias: a meta-analysis. 
Journal of Pediatric Urology. 2009; 5(1):17-24. [PMID: 18848807]. † 

43. Dennis LK, Lowe JB, Snetselaar LG. Tanning behavior among young frequent tanners is 
related to attitudes and not lack of knowledge about the dangers. Health Education 
Journal. 2009; 68(3):232-44.  

44. Tsai RJ, Dennis LK, Lynch CF, Snetselaar LG, Zamba GK, Scott-Conner C. The risk of 
developing arm lymphedema among breast cancer survivors: a meta-analysis of treatment 
factors. Annals of Surgical Oncology. 2009; 16(7):1952-72. [PMID: 19365624]. † 

45. Dennis LK, Coughlin JA, McKinnon BC, Wells TS, Gaydos CA, Hamsikova E, Gray GC. 
Sexually transmitted infections and prostate cancer among men in the US military. Cancer 
Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev. 2009; 18(10):2665-71. [PMID: 19755645]. 

46. Dennis LK, Kancherla V, Snetselaar LG. Adolescent attitudes towards tanning: does age 
matter? Pediatric Health. 2009; 3(6):565-78. 
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47. Wells TS, Bukowinski AT, Smith TC, Smith B, Dennis LK, Chu LK, Gray GC, Ryan MAK. 
Racial differences in prostate cancer risk among US Servicemen with equal access to 
care. The Prostate. 2010; 70(7):727-34. [PMID: 20033887]. 

48. Askelson NM., Campo S, Lowe JB, Smith S, Dennis LK, Andsager J. Using the theory of 
planned behavior to predict mothers’ intentions to vaccinate their daughters against HPV. 
Journal of School Nursing. 2010; 26(3):194-202. [PMID: 20335232] † 

49. Askelson NM, Campo S, Lowe JB, Dennis LK, Smith S, Andsager J. Factors related to 
physicians’ willingness to vaccinate girls against HPV: the importance of subjective norms 
and perceived behavioral control. Women & Health. 2010; 50(2):144-58. [PMID: 20437302] †  

50. Dennis LK, Lynch CF, Sandler DP, Alavanja MC. Pesticide use and cutaneous melanoma 
in pesticide applicators in the Agricultural Heath Study. Environmental Health 
Perspectives. 2010; 118:812-7. [PMID: 20164001] 

51. Askelson NM, Campo S, Smith S, Lowe JB, Dennis LK, Andsager J. The birds, the bees 
and the HPVs: what drives mothers’ intentions to use the HPV vaccination as a chance to 
talk about sex? Journal of Pediatric Health Care. 2011; 25(3):162-70 [PMID: 
21514491](Epub 4/2/2010). †   

52. Askelson NM, Campo S, Smith S, Lowe JB, Dennis LK, Andsager J. Assessing 
physicians’ intentions to talk about sex when they vaccinate girls against HPV. Sexual 
Education. 2011; 11(4); 431-41. †   

53. Schweizer ML, Bossen A, McDanel JS, Dennis LK. Staphylococcus aureus colonization 
before infection is not associated with mortality among S. aureus-infected patients: a 
meta-analysis.  Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2012;33(8):796-802. [PMID:22759547]†   

54. Dennis LK, Lowe JB. Does artificial UV use prior to spring break protect students from 
sunburns during spring break?. Photoderm, Photoimmun & Photomed. 2013; 29(3) 140-8. 
[PMID:23651274 

† Manuscripts mentoring students or faculty 

Pending Manuscripts 

Gibberish 
 
Book Chapters or Entries 

55. Dennis LK, White E.  Risk factors for the prevalence of nevi: a review.  In: Gallagher RP 
(ed).  Epidemiologic Aspects of cutaneous malignant Melanoma.  Boston: Kluwer 
Academic Publishers. 1994. 

56. Dennis LK, Pallotta SL.  Chronic disease in rural health.  In: Loue S, Quill B (eds).  
Handbook of Rural Health.  New York: Kluwer Academic. 2001.. 

57. Dennis LK.  Melanoma.  In: Loue S, Sajatovic M, Armitage KB (eds).  Encyclopedia of 
Women’s Health.  New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers. 2004, 710 p. 
(ISBN:0-306-48073-5). 

58. Dennis LK.  Moles.  In: Loue S, Sajatovic M, Armitage KB (eds).  Encyclopedia of 
Women’s Health.  New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers. 2004, 710 p. 
(ISBN:0-306-48073-5). 

59. Dennis LK.  Melanoma.  In: Loue S, Sajatovic M (eds).  Encyclopedia of Aging and 
Public Health. New York: Springer.  2008, 871p. (ISBN:0-387-33753-9). 

60. Dennis LK.  Moles.  In: Loue S, Sajatovic M (eds).  Encyclopedia of Aging and Public 
Health. New York: Springer.  2008, 871p. (ISBN:0-387-33753-9). 
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61. Dennis LK, Lynch CF.  Smith E.  Cancer  In: Wallace RB, Kohatsu N (eds). Maxcy-
Rosenau-Last Public Health and Preventive Medicine. New York: McGraw-Hill Medical, 
15th edition.  2008, 1416 p. (ISBN: 0071441980)  

 

Recent Abstracts 

1. Dennis LK, Dawson DV.  Meta-analysis combining risks of measures of sexual activity 
and prostate cancer.  (from Epidemiology 2002) 

a. Referenced in Reuters Health, Feb 14, 2002. 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/nm/20020214/hl_nm/std_1)  

b. Abstract reprinted in J Urology 168(2): 863, 2002. 

2. Beane Freeman LE, Dennis LK. Artificial tanning products and melanoma in Iowa.  
Poster at Society for Epidemiologic Research (SER) Annual Meeting.  Palm Desert, CA. 
June 2002. (Am J Epidemiol 2002) † 

3. Dennis LK, Ritchie JM, VanBeek MJ, Lowe JB.  Tanning attitudes and beliefs among 
sorority and fraternity students.  Poster at NCI Small Grants program for Behavioral 
Research in Cancer Control.  Bethesda, MD.  May 2005 

4. Dennis LK, Lynch C, Lowe JB, Alavanja MCR.  Non UV risk factors for melanoma in 
agricultural health workers.  Invited talk at the 6th World Congress of melanoma.  
Vancouver BC, Canada.  September 2005 

5. Dennis LK, Ritchie JM, VanBeek MJ, Lowe JB.  Tanning attitudes and beliefs among 
sorority and fraternity students.  Talk at the 6th World Congress of melanoma.  
Vancouver BC, Canada.  September 2005 

6. VanBeek MJ, Dennis LK.  A meta-analysis of nevi and melanoma.  Poster at the 6th World 
Congress of melanoma.  Vancouver BC, Canada.  September 2005. † 

7. Kancherla V, Dennis LK. A meta-analysis of prenatal, perinatal, and neonatal risk 
factors for autism.  Congress of Epidemiology.  Seattle, WA. June 2006. † 

8. VanBeek MJ, Ritchie J, Coughlin J, Dennis LK.  Nevi distribution in a college population 
with high artificial tanning. Society of Investigative Dermatology. (Abstract #386) Los 
Angeles, CA. May 2007. 

9. Askelson NM, Campo S, Lowe JB, Smith S, Dennis LK, Andsager J. Intending to have 
their daughters be ‘one less?’: Assessing mothers’ intentions to vaccinate their 
daughters against HPV †  (APHA 2009) 

10. Askelson NM, Campo S, Smith S, Lowe JB, Dennis LK, Andsager J. To vaccinate or 
not?: Using SEM to examine predictors of physicians’ intentions to vaccinate against 
HPV. †  (APHA 2009) 

11. Askelson NM, Campo S, Smith S, Lowe JB, Dennis LK, Andsager J. A teachable 
moment: what drives mothers’ intentions to use the HPV vaccination as a chance to talk 
about sex? †  (APHA 2009) 

12. Tsai RJ, Dennis LK, Lynch CF.  Arm lymphedema risk among breast cancer survivors. 
†  (SER 2010) 

 
 

B. Areas of Research Interest / Current Projects 

1.   Epidemiology of melanoma, including trends in incidence and mortality, tumor 
thickness, sun exposure related risk factors, other risk factors including diet and 
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arsenic, prevention through avoidance, and behavior and attitudes in 
adolescence/young adults. 

2.   Epidemiology of nevi as precursors or markers of melanoma, including changes in 
prevalence in individuals over time, sun exposure related risk factors, other risk 
factors, behavior and attitudes in adolescence/young adults, and prevention of nevi in 
children 

3. Epidemiology of prostate cancer, including trends in incidence and mortality, trends in 
screening, risk factors including occupational risk factors, diet, sexually transmitted 
infections, vasectomy and trace elements. 

4.   Meta-analytic techniques of epidemiologic studies, including meta-analyses of risk 
factors in order to guide future research, and methodological issues related to 
publication bias and quality assessment. 

5.   Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) systems for population studies of 
cancer control behaviors; Questionnaire validity and reliability. 

  

C.  Grants & Contracts Received  
Title 
Source 
P.I. 

% Effort 
% Salary 

Support 

Direct Funds 
Period of  
Funding 

Claims Data to Assess Cancer Incidence Stage and 
Therapy 

NCI: R01CA71815, (PI-Gregory Cooper) 
Role: Co-investigator, conduct descriptive statistics 

20% 
20% 

$107,578 
7/96-6/98 

A Pilot Study of Prostate Cancer and Lifestyle Factors 
Among Patients Identified Through the Northern 
Ohio Cancer Resource Center 

Ireland Cancer Center at CWRU 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

20% 
0% 

$5,000 
7/96-6/99 

Meta-analyses of Risk Factors for Prostate Cancer 
NCI: R03CA78201 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

35% 
35% 

$49,940 
9/29/98-9/28/00 

Meta-analyses of Timing of Sun Exposure and Melanoma 
NCI: R03CA88834 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

20% 
20% 

$50,000 
3/16/00-2/28/02 

Expanding Surveillance of Risk and Prognostic Factors 
NCI: PC-05016-20, (PI-Paul Romitti) 
Role: Assist with analyses and writing manuscript 

20% for  
5 months 

$144,000 
9/30/00-7/31/03 

Arsenic Exposure and Melanoma in Iowa 
EHSRC Pilot Grant at UI 
PI / Mentor- Leslie Dennis  
      (Laura Beane-Freeman’s dissertation) 

5% 
0% 

$20,000 
7/1/01-6/30/03 
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Title 
Source 
P.I. 

% Effort 
% Salary 

Support 

Direct Funds 
Period of  
Funding 

Meta-Analysis of Melanoma and Nevi 
Individual National Research Service Award (Fellowship)  
NIAMSD: F32-AR47513, (Marta VanBeek)  
Role: Mentor 

5% 
0% 

$11,244 
7/1/01-6/30/03 

Understanding Selenium Levels in Iowa and Their 
Association with Prostate Cancer  

EHSRC Pilot Grant at UI 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

10% 
0% 

$20,000 
7/1/02-12/31/03 

Cancer in Iowa as Related to Levels of Trace Elements in 
Toenails, Soil & Food 

Innovations and Enhancements for a Consortium of Big-
10 University Research and Training Reactors’ Mini-
Grant Program 

PI-Leslie Dennis 

5% 
0% 

$9,923 
7/14/03-7/31/04 

Tanning Bed Use Among UI Students 
NCI: R03CA099520 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

15% 
15% 

$50,000 
9/2/03-8/30/05 
 

Trace Elements Among Iowa Pesticide Applicators 
NCI: R03CA099524 
PI-Leslie Dennis (study of prostate cancer) 

15% 

15% 

$100,000 
7/01/03-12/31/06 
 

Cumulative Sun Exposure and Melanoma: a Meta-
analysis 

American Cancer Society (ACS) 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

25% 
25% 

$260,686 
1/01/04-12/31/06
 

Sexually Transmitted Infections as a Risk Factor for 
Prostate Cancer Among Military Personnel 

Department of Defense 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

15% 

15% 

$375,000 
1/4/04-6/30/08 
 

Sun Exposure and Melanoma in Agricultural Workers 
(mid-level career development award)  

NCI: K07CA104556  
PI-Leslie Dennis 

75% 
75% 

 

$577,254 
6/1/05-8/31/11 

Administrative Supplement to “Sun Exposure and 
Melanoma in Agricultural Workers” above. 

NCI-ARRA: 3 K07CA104556-05S1   
PI-Leslie Dennis 

75% 
0% 

$99,954 
9/1/09-8/31/11 



Dennis, Leslie K  February, 2014 

page 11 

Title 
Source 
P.I. 

% Effort 
% Salary 

Support 

Direct Funds 
Period of  
Funding 

Arm Lymphedema in Female Breast Cancer Cases 
Diagnosed in Iowa 

NCI: R03CA130031 
PI- Rebecca Tsai, Role: Mentor 

5% 
0% 

$100,000 
4/4/08-3/31/11 

Correlating Vitamin D Levels in Blood with UV Exposure 
& Diet 

HCCC: Population Science Pilot Project Awards  
PI - Leslie Dennis 

5% 
0% 

$25,000 
1/1/09-9/30/10 

Skin Cancer (melanoma) and Arsenic Exposure 
NCI: R01CA118493 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

30% 
30% 

$1,037,500 
4/15/08-6/30/14 

University of Arizona 
Water, Environmental and Energy Solutions (WEES) 

program 
The Exposure Science and Risk Assessment Center 
PI-Leslie Dennis 

10% 
0% 

$250,000 
1/1/13-6/30/15 

 

 

D. Invited Lectures and Conference Presentations  
 
International Conference Presentations  

Year Title Organization 

2005 Tanning attitudes and beliefs among 
sorority and fraternity students.   

6th World Congress of Melanoma.  
Vancouver, BC 

2005 Non UV risk factors for melanoma in 
agricultural health workers.   

6th World Congress of Melanoma.  
Vancouver, BC 

 
National Conference Presentations and Lectures 
Year Title Organization 
1988 A meta-analysis for combining relative 

risks of breast cancer for alcohol 
consumption. 

Family Medicine Conference, Dillon, 
CO 

1988 A meta-analysis for combining relative 
risks of breast cancer for alcohol 
consumption. 

Dept. Preventative Medicine and 
Biometrics, University of Colorado 
Health Sciences, Denver, CO 

1993 Does early sun exposure cause moles? Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center, Cancer Prevention and 
Control, Brown Bag Series, Seattle, 
WA 



Dennis, Leslie K  February, 2014 

page 12 

Year Title Organization 
1994 Sun exposure in the development of nevi. Dept of Epidemiology &Biostatistics, 

Research Seminar Series, Case 
Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, OH 

1999 Meta-analysis of risk factors for prostate 
cancer. 

Dept of Preventive Medicine, 
University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, NM 

1999 Meta-analysis of prostate cancer and 
vasectomy. 

Dept of Epidemiology, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

1999 Meta-analysis of prostate cancer and 
vasectomy. 

Dept of Preventive Medicine, 
University of Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
OT 

2005 Skin cancer and sun protection. Blackhawk County, American Cancer 
Society, Relay for Life, IA 

2008 Melanoma and sunburns: Does age 
matter? 

Dept of Internal Medicine, University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

2011 Melanoma among Pesticide Applicators 
and Their Spouses 

College of Public Health, University of 
Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

 

Conference Posters 
Year Title Organization 
1991 Early and current sun exposure in the 

development of nevi: a population based 
cross-sectional study (preliminary analyses). 

Epidemiology of Malignant 
Melanoma 2nd International 
Symposium, Vancouver B.C. 
Canada.  

1999 Prostate cancer and sexual activity: a meta-
analysis. 

International Conference on 
Prostate Cancer Research, Iowa 
City IA.  (June 1999) 

2002 Artificial tanning products and melanoma in 
Iowa.  

Society of Epidemiologic Research, 
Palm Desert CA.  (June 2002) 

2005 Tanning attitudes and beliefs among sorority 
and fraternity students.   

NCI Small Grants program for 
Behavioral Research in Cancer 
Control.  Bethesda, MD.   

2006 A meta-analysis of prenatal, perinatal, and 
neonatal risk factors for autism.   

Congress of Epidemiology.  
Seattle, WA. (June 2006) 

2007 Nevi distribution in a college population with 
high artificial tanning.  
 

Society of Investigative 
Dermatology. Los Angeles, CA. 
(May 2007) 

Institutional Conferences, Seminars, and Journal Clubs 

Year Title Organization 
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Year Title Organization 
1997 The usefulness of the local cancer registry 

data: Northern Ohio cancer Resource 
Center, Inc. 

Ireland Cancer Center, Prevention 
and Control Series, Case Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

1999 Meta-analytic techniques and risk of 
prostate cancer with alcohol consumption. 

Ireland Cancer Center, Prevention 
and Control Series, Case Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

1999 The melanoma epidemic, both apparent 
and real. 

Ireland Cancer Center, Prevention 
and Control Series, Case Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

2001 Journal Club: Sunlamp use & the risk of 
cutaneous malignant melanoma: a 
population-based case-control study. 

Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2003 Journal Club: Does sunscreen cause 
cancer?  

Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2004 Epidemiological risk factors for prostate 
cancer: dietary factors, trace elements, and 
sexually transmitted infections. 

Prostate Cancer Research Program, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2005 UV and non UV risk factors for melanoma 
in agricultural health workers.   

Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2005 Trace elements among Iowa pesticide 
applicators: environmental exposures 
measured in toenails. 

Iowa Cancer Registry Staff, University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2006 Melanoma and sunburns: a meta-analysis. Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2009 Vitamin D levels: are they related to dietary 
intake or sun exposure 

Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2010 Using meta-analyses to summarize risk 
factors for melanoma 

Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

 

III. SERVICE 

A. Professional Service  

1. National and International Grant Review Committees 

Year Title 

1996-1999 Scientific Director of the Center for Health Affairs’ Northern Ohio Resource 
Center (NOCRC), Inc, Cleveland, OH 

2001 NIH special grant review committee (November) 
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Year Title 

2002 American Cancer Society (ACS) special grant review committee (July) 

2003 ACS Clinical Research, Cancer Control and Epidemiology peer grant review 
committee - adhoc member (January & June) 

2003 NIH special grant review -subcommittee G (career development awards & 
training grants) (October) 

2004-2007 ACS Clinical Research, Cancer Control and Epidemiology peer review 
committee – member (January & June sessions) 

Jan 2007 Co-Chair,  ACS Clinical Research, Cancer Control and Epidemiology grant 
peer review committee  

June 2007 Chair,  ACS Clinical Research, Cancer Control and Epidemiology peer grant 
review committee 

2008 Reviewer, Population Health Congress 2008, Australia 

2009, 2010 National Cancer Institute (NCI) special grant review - Small Grants Program 
for Cancer Epidemiology 

2.  Outreach: Invited Presentations  
Year Title Organization 
2005 Skin cancer and sun protection. Blackhawk County (Iowa), 

American Cancer Society, Relay 
for Life 

2008  “Why promote American Cancer Society”  
 

Iowa County (Iowa), American 
Cancer Society, Walk/Run for Life.

3.  National Task Force  
Year Title Organization 
2005 Measurement of sun exposure and artificial 

tanning for studies of skin cancer  
Supported in part by the National 
Cancer Institute 

4. Regional Committees 

Year Title 

2005, 2006 Judge.  Eastern Iowa Science and Engineering Fair (EISEF). Cedar Rapids, 
IA (http://www.eisef.org/) 

2006 College of Public Health Judge.  Eastern Iowa Science and Engineering Fair 
(EISEF). Cedar Rapids, IA 

2007 Habitat for Humanity. Iowa Valley. 50th house August-September 2007 

 

5. Referee Manuscripts (alphabetical by journal) 
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5. Referee Manuscripts (alphabetical by journal) 

American Journal of Epidemiology 

Annals of Epidemiology 

Archives of Dermatology 

British Journal of Cancer 

Cancer Causes and Control 

Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers and Prevention 

Expert Review of Anticancer Therapy 

Infectious Agents and Cancer 

International Journal of Cancer 

International Journal of Epidemiology 

International Journal of Hygiene and Environmental Health 

Journal of Adolescent Health 

Journal of European Academy of Dermatology Venereology 

Journal of Investigative Dermatology. 

Journal of Immigrant Health 

Journal of the American Medical Association 

Journal of the National Cancer Institute 

Pediatrics 

Urology 
 

Book Review 

Epidemiology Beyond the Basics, by Moyses Szklo and F. Javier Nieto, ISBN: 13:978-0-
7637-2927-1, 10: 0-7637-2927-2. For Doody’s Book Review Service 
 

6. Departmental, Collegiate or University Committees  
Departmental Committees 

Year Title 

1995-1999 Epidemiology MS & PhD Admissions, Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

1996-1999 Faculty Search Committee, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Case 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

1995-1999 Epidemiology Track Curriculum Committee, Case Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, OH 

1998-1999 Graduate Studies Committee, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Case 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

2000-2011 Epidemiology PhD Admissions Committee, College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2000-2001 Epidemiology Faculty Search Committee, Cancer Epidemiologist, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2000-2005 
2007 

Plan of Study Committee, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public Health, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2000-2005 
2009-2011 

MS Exam Committee member, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 
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Year Title 

2001-2010 PhD Comprehensive Examination Committees, Department of Epidemiology, 
College of Public Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2004-2005 Journal Club, Faculty coordinator, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2006-2007 Promotion and Tenure Committee, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2006-2007 PhD Essay Exam Committee, Department of Epidemiology, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA  

2008-2009 
2009-2010 
2010-2011 

Epidemiology Seminar, faculty coordinator. Department of Epidemiology (Includes 
documenting CME credits for clinicians), College of Public Health, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2010-2011 Chair MS Exam/PhD QE Committee, Department of Epidemiology, College of 
Public Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2012 Chair Senior Epidemiology Faculty Search Committee, Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012 Chair Junior Epidemiology Faculty Search Committee, Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012 Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, APROL, Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012+ MS/PhD Admissions Committee, Epidemiology Section, Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012+ MPH Admissions Committee, Epidemiology Section, Mel and Enid Zuckerman 
College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012+ MS/PhD Qualifying Exam Committee, Epidemiology Section, Mel and Enid 
Zuckerman College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012+ Monthly Division Planning Meetings, Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ 

Collegiate Committees 
Year Title 

2000-2001, 
2005 

Community & Behavioral Health Faculty Search Committee, College of Public 
Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2000-2003 Curriculum Committee, College of Public Health (CPH), University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, IA 

2002 CPH Website Committee, CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2003 Adopting Shelter House, CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2004-2006 Chair,  Curriculum Committee, CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA (under 
CPH Faculty Council) 

2004-2011 MSN/MPH committee for the CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2006 PPHG Departmental Review Committee, CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2007-2008 Search Committee to replace the Director of the MPH program (Associate Dean) 
& Health Management & Policy faculty, CPH, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA

2008 CPH’s internal review of the Department of Biostatistics. Iowa City, IA. 
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Year Title 

2009 CPH Strategic Planning Initiative, Public Health Impact Sub-Committee,  
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2009-2010 Promotion and Tenure Committee, College of Public Health, University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, IA 

2010 College of Public Health Faculty-Staff Campaign Steering Committee, University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2012 Member, Junior Biostatistics Faculty Search Committee, Mel and Enid 
Zuckerman College of Public Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012 Promotion and Tenure Committee, Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public 
Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2012+ Education Committee, Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public Health, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

2013+ Research Advisory Committee, Mel and Enid Zuckerman College of Public 
Health, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

University Committees 

Year Title 

2003 Research Collaboration Committee: between the College of Dentistry & the 
College of Public Health, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 

2005 Judge/Reviewer, James F Jacobsen Graduate Forum, University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, IA 

2010 Reviewer for Biological Sciences Funding Program (BSFP), UI Office Of VP 
For Research 

7.  Professional Organizations  
Year Organization Position 

1986-1989 American Statistical Association Member 

1992-1994 American Public Health Association Member 

1993+ American Society of Prevention Oncology Member 

1993+ Society for Epidemiologic Research Member 

2002+ International Society for Environmental Epidemiology Member 

8. Professional Consulting 

Year Organization Role 

1995-1999 Service to the Biostatistics & Epidemiology Core Facility 
for the Ireland Cancer Research Center, Case Western 
Reserve University. 

Epidemiologist 

2001-2002 Elan Scientific Advisory Committee (ESAC) to Elan 
Pharmaceuticals. 

Epidemiologist & 
biometrician 

 

B. Clinical assignments since last promotion - not applicable  
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IV. TEACHING  

A. Teaching Assignments on semester-by-semester basis   

Course Title/ 
Number 

Semester & 
Year 

# 
Students

Semester 
Hours Role 

Percent 
Responsible 

Loretto Heights College      

Physics  Fall 1984 10 2 Tutor/ lab assistant 25 

 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center 

  

Biometrics for Preventive 
Medicine I 

Fall 1986  30 4 Teaching assistant / 
SAS lab instructor 

25/ 
100 

Biometrics for Preventive 
Medicine II 

Spring 1987 30 4 Teaching assistant / 
SAS lab instructor 

25/ 
100 

 
University of Washington 

     

BIOST512: Medical Biometry 
II   

Winter 1989  50 4 Teaching assistant / 
SPSS lab instructor 

25/ 
100 

Winter 1990 50 4 Teaching assistant / 
SPSS lab instructor 

25/ 
100 

BIOST511: Medical Biometry 
I  

Fall 1990 100 4 Teaching assistant  
 

25 

EPI517: Genetic 
Epidemiology  

Winter 1991 10 3 Teaching assistant  25 

 
Case Western Reserve University

    

EPBI497 Epidemiology 
Studies of Cancer Etiology & 
Prevention  

Fall 1995 3 3 Director & Instructor 70 

Spring 1997 5 3 Director & Instructor 70 

EPBI498 Cancer 
Epidemiology Analyses of 
Data  

Spring 1996 2 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 1998 1 3 Director & Instructor 100 

EPBI490 Epidemiology: Intro 
to Theory/Methods 
(Epidemiology I) 

Fall 1996 30 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Fall 1997 20 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Fall 1998 25 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Fall 1999 40 3 Lecturer 20 

EPBI491 Epidemiology: 
Application of Theory/ 
Methods (Epidemiology II) 

Spring 1999 22 3 Lecturer 20 

ANTH Independent Study: 
Methods of Meta-analysis 

Spring 1998 1 1 Director & Instructor 100 
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Course Title/ 
Number 

Semester & 
Year 

# 
Students

Semester 
Hours Role 

Percent 
Responsible 

University of Iowa  
     

173:240 Epidemiology II Spring 2000 13 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2001 28 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2002 15 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2003 26 3 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2004 31 3 Lecturer 20 

Spring 2010 21 4 Lecturer 2 

173:151 Patient Oriented 
Research Didactic 

Summer 2000 12 3 Lecturer 2 

Summer 2001 10 3 Lecturer 2 

111:212 Statistical Methods 
in Dental Research (Dawson) 

Fall 2000 12 3 Lecturer 2 

Fall 2003 30 3 Lecturer 7 

173:163 Reproductive Epi  
(E. Smith) 

Fall 2000 3 3 Lecturer 7 

Fall 2002 2 3 Lecturer 7 

173:241 Epidemiology II Lab  Spring 2001 3 2 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2002 6 2 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2003 18 2 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2004 17 2 Director & Instructor 100 

Spring 2005 10 2 Director & Instructor 100 

173:340 Epidemiology III Fall  2001 5 3 Discussant 2 

173:140 Epidemiology I Fall 2002 62 3 Lecturer 2 

173:260 Epidemiology of 
Chronic Diseases  

Spring 2002 9 3 Lecturer 7 

Spring 2003 10 3 Lecturer 7 

Spring 2006 9 3 Co-Director 50 

Spring 2007 6 3 Co-Director 50 

Spring 2008 13 3 Co-Director 10 

Spring 2009 16 3 Lecturer 3 

Spring 2010 15 3 Lecturer 3 

173:200 Independent Study 
Epidemiology (meta-analysis) 

Fall 2003 1 3 Instructor 100 

Fall 2004 1 3 Instructor 100 
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Course Title/ 
Number 

Semester & 
Year 

# 
Students

Semester 
Hours Role 

Percent 
Responsible 

173:205 Research in 
Epidemiology  

Spring 2004 1 2 Director/Instructor 100 

Fall 2004 1 3 Director/Instructor 100 

172:115 Community 
Preventive Programs/ 
Services 

Fall 2005 5 3 Lecturer 7 

Fall 2006 5 3 Lecturer 7 

Iowa-Lincoln Summer 
Research Training Program,  
Prostate Cancer Course 

Summer 2006 6 2 Lecturer 17 

Summer 2007 7 3 Lecturer 17 

Summer 2008 6 3 Lecturer 17 

Summer 2009 7 3 Lecturer 17 

Summer 2010 10 3 Lecturer 17 

173:208 Conducting 
Literature Syntheses 

Spring 2008 cancelle
d 

3 Director 100 

173:215 Writing for Medical 
Journals 

Spring 2008 9 1 Lecturer 7 

173:209 Behavioral 
Epidemiology 

Spring 2009 4 3 Director 100 

Spring 2010 2 3 Director 100 

Spring 2011 4 3 Director  100 

173:214 Meta-analysis of 
Epidemiologic Studies 

Spring 2011 8 3 Director 100 

 
University of Arizona 

     

EPID 696A Epidemiology 
Seminar 

Spring 2012 23 1 Co-Director 20 

Fall 2012 27 1 Director 100 

Spring 2013 18 1 Director 100 

Fall 2013 15 1 Director 100 

 Spring 2014 27 1 Director 100 

EPID 615A Cancer 
Epidemiology & Prevention  

Fall 2012 5 3 Director 100 

Fall 2013 5 3 Director 100 

EPID 696B Cancer Prevention 
& Control Seminar  

Fall 2012 ~7 1 Lecturer 7 

Fall 2013 5+1 1 Director 100 

EPID 573C Advanced Fall 2012 21 3 Lecturer 7 
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Course Title/ 
Number 

Semester & 
Year 

# 
Students

Semester 
Hours Role 

Percent 
Responsible 

Epidemiology  Fall 2013 20 3 Lecturer 7 

EPID 660 Spring 2013 23 3 Director 70 

CPH 599 Independent Study Spring 2013 1 3 Director (Paul Kang) 100 

 Fall 2013 1 3 Director (Jayleen Gunn) 100 

CPH 499 Independent Study Fall 2013 1 1 Director (undergrad in 696B) 100 

EPID 309 Introduction to 
Epidemiology (undergraduate) 

Spring 2013 128 3 Co-Instructor 30 

EPID 573A Basic Principles of 
Epidemiology  

Spring 2014 21 3 Director 100 

 
 

Teaching Awards 

Nominated and selected for the College of Medicine Teaching Scholars program, University of 
Iowa in 2005.  To be eligible for this program a faculty member must be considered an excellent 
teacher and meet the following criteria:  

 Demonstrated ability and/or potential for leadership in educational faculty development 
efforts. 

 Demonstrated motivation and interest in issues related to teaching. 
 Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively with faculty within the department. 
 Demonstrated ability to work effectively with others and to be responsive to feedback. 
 Demonstrated willingness to make the required time commitments for participation in the 

program  
This program became part of my teaching assignments for 2005-2008 

 
 

B. Graduate Students, Fellows, and Students Supervised  

Graduate Students Advised (Academic Advising) 

Name Degree Objective Outcome 

Case Western Reserve University  

Charles Mugero, MD MS Graduated 1997 
Ronald Stewart MS Graduated 1998 
Michele Poe PhD Graduated 2000 
John Dulder, MD MS Graduated 2002 
Tanya Pollack-Scharpf MS Graduated 1999 
Robert Mehler MS Withdrew 
Jennifer Hanrahan, MD MS Unknown 
Sandy Ferber MS Graduated 1999 
Jay Fiedler MS Graduated 1999 
Sudita Satayathum MS Unknown 
Stacie Polata MPH Graduated 2000 
Thomas Cook MS Fall 1998-unknown 
Aaron Scott Dunaway MS Fall 1999-May 2001 
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Graduate Students Advised (Academic Advising) 

Name Degree Objective Outcome 
Heather Beaird MS Fall 1999-May 2001 
Jared Klaumunzner PhD Fall 1999-May 2003 

University of Iowa   

Ron Cristobal MPH Expected 8/03 on leave 
Karleen Kennie MPH Expected 5/08 on leave 
Marta VanBeek, MD  MPH Graduated 12/03 
Grace Gachanja PhD Expected 5/06  (withdrew) 
Jennifer Kuntz MS Graduated 5/05 
Anil Dasyam MS Expected 5/05  (withdrew) 
Joseph Ross Avila MPH Graduated 8/07 
Whitney Baker MPH Graduated 12/05 
Abigail Becker MPH Graduated 5/06 
Elizabeth Cozzie MS Graduated 12/06 
Juliet Murphy PhD Expected 2008 (withdrew) 
Rebecca Tsai PhD Expected December 2010 
Mollie O’Mara MPH Expected 2009 transferred to CBH 
Adaugo Ndubuisi MS Expected 2009 (withdrew) 
Denise Szecsei MS Expected 2011 
Katherine Kraemer MS Switched to PhD program 
Jill Lacey MPH Graduated 2010 
Desire Christensen MS Expected 2011 
Michael Reger PhD Expected 2013, transferred to Indiana 
Eric M Ammann MPH Expected 2012 
Adweta Joshi MPH Expected 2012 
Thuy Thi Vu Nguyen MPH Expected 2012 
 
University of Arizona 

  

Ellen Shelly MS 2012-13 switched to Thesis advisor 
Marvin Langston PhD Expected 2015 
Ryan Kreisberg MPH Expected 2014 
Tom Finkelstein MPH Expected 2014 
Kyle Malhotra MPH Expected 2014 
Andrea Mannell MPH Expected 2014 
Jonathan Schouest MPH Expected 2014 
Jayleen Gunn PhD Expected 2016 
Pharah Morgan MPH Expected 2015 
Annie Schuffmacher MPH Expected 2015 
Alyssa Fall MPH Expected 2015 
Melissa Valdez minor EHS PhD Student Expected 2016 

 
 

Professional/Postdoctoral Students 

Name 
Degree 

Objective Role Outcome 
Current 
Position 

Marta VanBeek, MD 
NIH Funded Fellowship 

MPH Mentor Completed 
12/03 

Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Dermatology, UI 

 
 

Junior Faculty 
Name Type of Mentoring 
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Faryle Nothwehr, MA, MPH, 
PhD, Community and 
Behavioral Health 

Mentoring regarding a publication needed for promotion (but was 
in press for several years) 

Paul Romitti, MS, PhD, 
Epidemiology 

Mentoring regarding conducting and publishing meta-analyses to 
summarize an area he wanted to study further. 

Marta VanBeek, MD, MPH, 
Dermatology 
 

Mentoring regarding applying for grants and promotion to 
Associate Professor, however due to  personal challenges she 
switched to clinical track 

 

Dissertations/Theses 

Name 
Degree 

objective Role outcome 

Leo Russo, “Stage at diagnosis for prostate cancer in 
Ohio: racial and geographic factors.” CWRU 
 
Current Position: unknown 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
1996 

Marlene Faust, "Perception of susceptibility to HIV 
infection & motivation to be tested in Asian/Pacific 
Islander women." CWRU 
 
Current Position: unknown 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
1997 

Charles Mugero, MD, "Evaluation of alpha antigen in 
urine and serum un the diagnosis of tuberculosis in 
young children." CWRU 
 
Current Position: Returned to Uganda as a Professor 
and working in politics. 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
1997 

Ronald Stewart, "A meta-analysis of risk estimates for 
prostate cancer related to tire and rubber 
manufacturing operations." CWRU 
 
Current position: Director of Programming in Global 
Epidemiology, Amgen (CA) 

MS Chair Conferred 
1998 

Feng-Hwa Lu, MD, "Is impaired glucose tolerance an 
independent coronary risk factor in Taiwan." CWRU 
 
Current position: Faculty member at Taiwanese 
University 

MS Chair Conferred 
1998 

Tanya Pollack Scharpf, "Environmental factors and 
bad outcomes in Marion County, Ohio." CWRU 
 
Current position: Completed PhD; working part-time 
as a research assistant while raising 2 small children 

MS Chair Conferred 
1999 
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Dissertations/Theses 

Name 
Degree 

objective Role outcome 

Laura Beane-Freeman, “Arsenic exposure, artificial 
tanning and melanoma in Iowa.” UI 
 
Current position: Investigator in the Division of Cancer 
Prevention and Occupational and Environmental 
Epidemiology Branch, Cancer Epidemiology and 
Genetics, at the National Cancer Institute 

PhD Chair Conferred 
2003 

Marta VanBeek, “Melanoma and nevi, a review” UI 
 
Current position:  Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Dermatology, UI 

MPH Practicum 
Chair 

Conferred 
2003 

Whitney Baker, “Johnson County’s health 
improvement plan.” UI 
 
Current position:  Completing PhD in epidemiology 
and working with Dr. Gray at the University of Florida. 

MPH Practicum 
Committee 

Conferred 
2005 

Robin Beining “Endometrial cancer and IUDs.” UI 
 
Current position: UI PhD student 

MS Chair Conferred 
2006 

Dwight Ferguson, “Sex steroid hormones, 
organochlorines, and polychlorinated biphenyls 
association with prostate cancer risk.” UI 
 
Current position: PhD student in Occupational and 
Environmental Health 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
2006 

Abigail Becker, “Societal thoughts impacting groups to 
mask AIDS/HIV: an inside look at HIV/AIDS in Iowa.” 
UI 
 
Current position:  unknown 

MPH Practicum 
Committee 

Conferred 
2006 

Karleen Kennie, “Analysis of children in Oregon with 
inborn errors of metabolism.” UI 
 
Current position:  Working in Oregon 

MPH Practicum 
Committee 

Went on 
leave in 

2007 

Joseph Ross Avila, “Examining the association of 
interpregnancy intervals with preterm delivery.” UI 
 
Current position:  Medical student 

MPH Practicum 
Committee 

Conferred 
2007 

Juliet Murphy, “Cancer and chimney sweeps.” UI.  
Current position: unknown 

PhD Committee 
member 

Withdrew 
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Dissertations/Theses 

Name 
Degree 

objective Role outcome 

Brittany McKinnon, “Ovarian cancer and obesity: a 
meta-analysis.” UI  (null results) 
 
Current position: Student at McGill University 

MS Chair 
Sp 2008 

Completed a 
different 

topic 

Natoshia Askelson, “Communication about sex: the 
influence of the HPV vaccine on conversations with 9-
17 year-old girls using the Theory of Planned 
Behavior.” UI 
 
Current position: Assistant Research Scientist- Center 
for Health Communication and Social Marketing and 
the Public Policy Center, Assistant Director of the 
Center for Health Communication and Social 
Marketing, University of Iowa 

PhD Committee 
member 

Conferred 
2008 

Benjamin J Booth, “Determinants of body mass index 
among Utah college students.” UI 
 
Current position: PhD student University of Illinois at 
Chicago 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
2009 

Elaine Morschhauser, “Physical activity variation by 
population density of place of residence: The Iowa 
Bone Development Study.” UI 
 
Current position:  Protocol Editor, Clinical Research 
Support Office, Investigational Trials Resource, UCSF 
Helen Diller Family Comprehensive Cancer Center 

MS Committee 
member 

Conferred 
2009 

Rebecca Tsai, “Lymphedema of the arm among 
breast cancer patients.” UI 
 
Current position: EIS officer training, July 2011. 

PhD Chair Dec 2010 

Desire Christiansen, “Characteristics Of Sunless 
Tanning Product Users Among Sorority And Fraternity 
Students.” UI 
 
Current position: Medical School, July 2011. 

MS Chair May 2011 



Dennis, Leslie K  February, 2014 

page 26 

 

Ryan Kreisberg, “Survey Analysis and Retention of 
HIV/AIDS Education in Rural and Urban India” UA 
MEZCOPH 

MPH Chair Expected 
2013/14 

Yuda Chongpison , “Depression and economic impact 
of long-term rectal cancer survivors” UA MEZCOPH 

PhD Committee 
member 

Expected 
2014 

Melisa Celaya-Cortes, “Design and Evaluation of an 
Obesity Management Program for Hospital 
Employees” UA MEZCOPH 

PhD Committee 
member 

Expected 
2014 

Tom Finklestein, “The effect of motor vehicle Crash 
locations and EMS Responses Times on fatality 
outcome” 

MPH Chair Expected 
2014 

Marvin Langston, “The spatial relationship between 
melanoma and arsenic in drinking water and UVR” UA 
MEZCOPH 

PhD Chair Expected 
2015 

Stephanie Koch, “Examining the role of geographic 
location on skin cancer in AZ” 

PhD Committee 
member 

Expected 
2015 

Andrea Mannell, “Enhanced Surveillance of Bi-
national Cases” 

MPH Chair Expected 
2014 

Zimy Wansaula, “Severe Acute Respiratory Infection 
Surveillance project along the Arizona-Sonora border”

MPH Committee 
member 

Expected 
2014 

Alexander McCourt, “The empirical relationship 
between state-specific rates of gun-related 
injuries/deaths and changes in state gun law 
stringency” 

MPH Committee 
member 

Expected 
2014 

Melissa Valdez PhD Committee 
member 

EHS, minor 
chair 

Expected 
2016 

 
 
PhD Comprehensive Exam Committees 

Semester Name Role 

F 2003 Scott VanFossen  Committee Member 

Sp 2005 Daniel Gregory Chair 

Su 2006 Rebecca Tsai Chair 

Su 2008 Jennifer Alm Committee Member 

Sp 2009 Soyang Kwon Committee Member 

Sp 2010 Erin Reynolds Committee Member 

Sp 2013 Melisa Celaya-Cortes Committee Member 

Sp 2013 Yuda Chongpison Committee Member 

F 2013 Stephanie Koch Committee Member 
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Semester Name Role 

Sp 2014 Marvin Langston Chair 

   
 

Observer for Epidemiology PhD Comprehensive Exam Committees 
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014  

Mentoring of Research Assistants 

MS students: Bhagya Wickrama (2000: working overseas);  
Mary Charlton (2001: Deputy Director, VA Midwest Rural Health Resource 

Center);  
Rebecca Tsai (2003; completing PhD);  
Daniel Gregory (2004; Wellmark Blue-Cross Blue-Shield); 
Brittany McKinnon (2006-2008; student at McGill University);  
Denise Szecsei (2008; working on MS in biostatistics) 
Ellen Shelly (2013-2014; completed MS in 2014, working on PhD at UA) 

PhD students: Rebecca Tsai (2005-2007; completed PhD 2010);  
Vijaya Kancherla (2005: fellow at CDC);  
Juliet Woods (2006);  
Robin Beining (2006);  
Mike Reger (2009-2010);  
Raj Nair (2009-2010; current UI PhD student) 
Marvin Langston (2012-2014; current UA PhD student) 
Jayleen Gunn (2013-2014; current UA PhD student) 

Undergraduate 
students: 

Amanda Nefzger (masters program CU Colorado Springs Campus),  
Gayle Doud (2008-2009; UI junior),  
Emily Nefzger (2009-2014; UI sophomore; graduated 2014 from),  
Rachel Klaren (2010; UI junior) 
Kayla Herrington (2010; UI sophomore) 

 
 
Iowa Center for Research by Undergraduate (ICRU) Fellowship 

Semester Name 

Summer 2010 Rachel Klaren 

 

Other Advising/Mentoring 
Name Position Role 
Small Group Facilitator for 12 
Medical Students (OHSU) 

1 hour for 10 weeks in 1994 Facilitator 

 
 
C. Resident –supervised throughout all or most of training program 
 

NONE – see Dr. VanBeek’s fellowship above. 
 
 
 

D.  Other Contributions to Institutional Programs  
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National Education-Related Presentations 

Year Title 

2002 Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine (ATPM): Short Course In: 
Developing And Teaching A New Course

 
Other Activities related to Teaching 

Year Description 

2008-2010 Peer evaluation of teaching for other epidemiology faculty 

2008-2011 Epidemiology Seminar, faculty coordinator. Department of Epidemiology 
(Includes documenting CME credits for clinicians) 

 
Formal Study to Improve Teaching Abilities 

Year  Institution Course Title 

2002 University of Iowa Ideas for New Teachers (4 hrs) 

2003 University of Iowa CPH Sneak Peak at Blackboard 6 (1 hr) 

2003 University of Iowa Tips for Discussion Workshop (1 hr) 

2003 University of Iowa Helping Students Improve Their Writing (1hr) 

2004 University of Iowa Teaching Improvement, presentation & discussion 
presented by senior faculty (2 hrs) 

2004, 2007 BSF International 4 hour discussion leader training  

2004-2005 
2007-2008 

BSF International 20 minutes of weekly training to lead learner driven 
group discussions (Sept-May) 

2005-2008 College of Medicine 
Teaching Scholars, 
University of Iowa 

4 hours once a month for 2005-2006, directed by 
OCRME.  2-4 hours once a quarter for 2006-2008, 
directed by OCRME. 

2010 Women’s faculty 
Development 
Conference, UI 

4 hours including: Generational differences in 
Medical Education: implications for teaching and 
mentoring, Conflict management 

 
Other Methods to Improve Teaching Abilities 

Year Description 

2000, 2001 A lecture from 173:240 was videotaped then reviewed by senior faculty and 
myself.  We also discussed potential changes to lecture style. 

2002-2003 Worked on test development for 173:240 exams.  

2003 Reviewed materials from “Ideas for New Teachers” with an epidemiology PhD 
student in August. 

2003 Reviewed two new guest lecturers in the Epidemiology of Infectious Disease 
173:255 in September. 

 


